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Acts 20. 21. Teſtifying both to the Fews and alſo 
to the Greeks, Repentance toward Gad, and Faith to- 
evard our Lord FESUS CHRIST, 


PHILADELPHIA : Primed by W BRAD- 
FORD, at the Sigu of the Bible in Send fre. 


A 


Premonition to the 
Reader. 


LTHOUGH the ſaving Change of a Sin- 
ners Hearts, is the ſupernatural Work of 
God alone; yet he brings it about in a 

way agreeable to their natural Practices, and 
Endowments as 1caſonable Beiugs; and uſes 
rational proper means with them for that End. 
Hence are all the Inſtructions, Motives, Ar- 
2 and Expoſtulations, which are in he 
Criptures ; which are not only for the Spi- 
ritual Progreſs of the renew'd and ſanctified; 
but alſo for the Converſion of the ungodiy, 
and Sinners; as may be abundantly ſcen through- 
out both Teſtaments. God in his Word, 
deals wich Man, even in his Apoſtate unre- 
geuerate Condition, as an intellieut Creuture, 
by all the Topicks of Argumenc and Ratio- 
nal Perſwaſion. Accordingly thoſe whom Chrift 
employs as his Ambaſſadors, in the Goſpel; 
Miniftry, are to labour not only for the Spi- 
ritual Good and Comfort of the Regenerate 
Children of God; but alſo with the unte- 
new'd and unholy, for their ſaving Converſi- 
on, by all thoſe rational Means whcre- 
with God has furniſh'd them in his Word. 
And 'tis as plainly boch the Duty and Inte- 
reſt of Sinners (cho they cannot ſavingly 
ange themſelves yet) to take up themſelves, 
and as much as poſſible conform theniſelves to 

A 2 God's 


following 
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| God's declared Will; and, in that Way, to 


ſeek inceſſantly for renewing Grace, and a 
ſaving vital Union with Jeſus Chriſt. This is 
but to act as becomes rational Creatures in their 
Circumſtances: Tis the Command of God, and 
the only Way of ceaſonable Hope, ' 


Agreeably to theſe Things, I have in the 

Diſcourſe addreſs'd the Reaſon, and 
conſidering Faculty of the Irreligious, in be- 
half of Religion, and their Souls eternal In- 
tereſt: And ſhew'd from many Conſiderations, 
the unparellel'd Unreaſonableueſs and Brutiſh- 
neſs, of Irreligion and Impenitence ; which 
might be ſufficient to confound with Shame 
and deep Concern, eſpecially ſuch as highly 
Value themſelves upon that truly r 
dowment of the — Nature, their Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon, and yet live irreligious 
and ungodly Lives. 'As I hinted already I 
know Mankind are fo far depraved and cor- 
Tupted, that nothing but the Almighty Power 
of God, will be efteCtual throughly to change 
and reclaim them: But yet ſuirable and adap- 


ted means are to be uſed for that End, both 


by the Preacher, and the Sinner himſelf. 
And it is by, and in the uſe of theſe that 
God ordinarily Works this Effect. 


I think ſuch a Sermon as this 1s eſpecially 
ſcaſonable at this Time, when the A cratians, 
lately come to theſe Parts of the World, Teach, 
that Miniſters are not to uſe ſuch Methods 
with the ungodly ; and, that ungodly Singers 
themſelves, are not to uſe any endeayours this 
Way, in ſeeking to God for their Converſi- 
en and Salvation: From the ſpecious Argu- 
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ments, that Salvation is not of Works, and 
that Chriſt needs not our help to convert us: 
As may be clearly ſeen in Count Zinzendorff's 
printed Diſcourſes, This is to make Man like 
a brute ora block, rather than a Reaſonable 
Creature; and fairly to lay the Reins on li- 
cencious Sinners Necks, and allow them to 
run where they Pleaſe. It is very true Sal- 
vation is not of Works, either by a Merit of 
Congruity or Condignity (as the Romaniſts Term 
and Diſtinguiſh it) ſo that Sinners ought not 
to ſet about reforming, with a View to ap- 
peaſe God, or to excite his Love and Favour 
towards them, by any imagin'd excellency in 
their Works of Obedience, as I have carefully 
directed in the Cloſe of the Sermon : And 
yet it is as true, that the utmoſt Efforts of 
unregenerate Sinners to obſerve the Divine 
Law, and ſeek the Mercy of God, and their 
Souls Salvation, is their indiſpenſible Duty, 
their reaſonable Service, and God's expreſs 
Command ; or elſe a great Part of the Bible 
is wrong, wherein they are enjoyned to Strive 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, Luke 13. 24. And, 
all Men every where 1s commanded to repent, be- 
cauſe Cd hath appointed à Day in which he will 
judge the World in Rigl iecuſneſs. Acts 17. 30, 31. 
with numberleſs other Places. It God requires 
the ungodly to turn from their irreligious 
Courſes, ro ſeek and endeavour to ſerve him; 
then they onzht to do ſo: And that under 
the higheſt Pains, of his terrible and dread 
Diſpleature. If God does not require it of 
them, then it is not their Sin not to do ſo; 
and conſequentiy they are no Sinners, bur 
doing Right enough ; for where no Law is, 
there is no Tranſgreiſion ; And then conſe- 
LET quently 
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quently again, they have no Hell nor Dam- 
nation to fear; for where there is no Tranſ- 
greſſion, there is ro Puniſhment, in a juſt Go- 
vernment. Thus you may ſee where this Doc- 
ti ine leads. May the Lord preſerve People 
frem ſuch a dangerous and feartul] Snare, 
which tends to delude them to their Deſtruc- 
tion, and alſo, preſerve them from reſting 
upon means, and putting their own Righte- 
ouſneſs in the place of Chriſt's Rightcouſnels ; 
Which 1s as fatal upon the other Hand. 


MLecie tutiſſimus ibis. 


Reſting upon means is inconſiſtent with, 
and a Bar in the way of believing in Chriſt ; 
but the uſe of means, as means, is not; but is 
the expreſs Con mand of God, and the Sinners 
Duty. It is r1dicuious arguiig here, that Chriſt 
needs not Sinners help to convert them: For, 
who ever imagin'd that they were io uſe means, 
with a View to help Chiiſt to Convert them. 
But this is not a proper Place to purfne this 
Argument in its full Laticude. What I have 
alrcady ſaid may be ſufficient here. 


I know not of any thing in the following 
Diſcourſe, that I am any way obliged to Ac- 
count for, except it be the high Deſcription I 
have given of the Repentance which may be 
attained to, by unregencrate Men. I wou'd 
have it obſerved, that I expreſly include the 
ordinary Corcurerce of the Holy Spirit: 
And how far the Spirit of God may concur, 
by way of common Operation, with the En- 
deavour cf natural Men, I think we cannot 
Determine. Iam ſatisfy'd that when the Holy 

Spirit 
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Spirit Jays hold of Sinners with a Deſign of 
their ſaving Converſion, he fe quently brings 
them to ſuch a Degree of Repentance, even 
before the ſaving Change is wrought in their 
Hearts. I ſhall detain the Reader no longer 
from the Peruſal of the Sermon: And may 
the Lord help you to peruſe it to profit. 


New- [.cndonderry, 
Abril 1. 1743. 
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JeREMIAH 8. 6. 
eartened and heard, but they ſpake not avight : 
No ien repented him of his wickedneſs, ſcyins, 
what have I done? Every one turned to his Gurſe, 
as the Hirſe ruſheth into the Battle. 


HESE Words are a part of a Prophe- 
cy or divine Meſſage which begins 
with the foregoing Chapter, where- 
in the Lord by his Prophet calls us 
Sinfull, Rebellious and Apoſtate Peo- 


ple, to Repentance and Amendmeur, to turn 
rom their ſinſull Courſes and abominable 


Tranſgrefſions, to the obedience of his Laws, 
as may be ſeen in the zd, 5th, and 6th, Ver- 
ſes of that Chapter. This rhe Locd preſſes up- 
on them from two great Arguments, viz. e 
Benet they ſheuld enjoy upon their true Reformati- 
bn, and the terrible judgment they ſhould ſuſtain 
ion their obſtinate refuſal and impeniten:y Upon 
their thorough Reformation the Lord promi es 
them a peaceable and proſperous Poſſeſſion of 
their pleaſant Land, v. 7. But upon their pro- 
ceeding on ſtill in their wicked Ways, he thrca- 
tens them with the moſt dreadful Deſolation, 
Death, and Captiricy, generally throughout the 
Chapter. | | 


This Argument the Lord farther Proſe- 
cutes in the beginning of this Chaprer, ſhew- 
ing the extent of that miſery and contempt which 
he was about to bring upon them, and which in 
a lictle Time he did bring upon them by Ne- 
buchadnex ars Army: And then in the gth and 
5th Verſes he — the folly and * 
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of their obſtinacy and bold Reſbluſions in pet - 
fiſting in their wickedneſs, by obſerving to 
them that it was folly unexampled, of which there 
are no parallel Inſtances to be found in any o- 
ther caſcs. Thus ſaith the Lord, ſrall they 
Fall and not aviſe? ſpall be turn ata) and not 
#eturn * As if he bad ſaid, can any Perſons 
ſo ſottiſn and unwiſe be found, as will not 
riſe up again, after they are fallen down upon 
tke Ground ? Can any ſuch demented Perſon 
te found, who' will not return to his right 
Road, after he has wandred out of it aud gone 
wrong ? ſurely no; common Prudence will teach 
Men beiter in ſuch Caſes. Why then, ſays 
he, is thisPeople of Jeruſalem ſliden back by a 
perpetual back- ſliding? O unexampled mad- 
neſs ! Tho' they have gone wotully out of the 
way, and are a Kandring in their on ways, 


to their eternal Deſtruction, and have been 


over and over told of t from me, in the meſt 
moving and awful Terms; yet they preſ:mp- 
tuouſly go on and turn not; their back-ſlidin 

is perpetual, they hold faft deceit and refuſe 
#0 return. And this their continuance in 
a courſe of Sin and Diſobedience, againſt 
all the warnings he had given them, and Pains 
which he had beſtowed upon them, the Lord 
wore fully and pathetically expreſſes in the 
Words of our Text, I kearkned and beard but they 
ſpeak net ærie lt: No A an, &c. In the Words you 
may Notice theſe few particulars. iſt, It is inti- 
mated that the Means which God had ulcd 
with that People, were ſuch as that a Refor- 
mation among them, might reaſonably have 
been expected by them. This is implied in 
theſe Words, 1 hearkned and heard, in theſe 


Words are preſuppos'd the means which God 
had previouſly uſed to them eſpecially by the 
; frequent 
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frequent Meſſages of his {word „in the Mouth 
of his Prophets: And ſo they ſignify how 
reaſonably a thorough Reformation among them, 
might have been expected thereupon. I heark- 
ned and heard, ſays the Lord i. e. as if he had ſaid, 
having uſed ſuch proper methods with them 
for their Repenrance, which were ſuffici- 
ent to have influenced them thereto, then 
I hearkned and liſtned to hear if there were an 
diſcourſe like Repentance among them, any call 
that might give Hopes of their Amendment 
and Converſion, whether any were bewailing 
their paſt Impieties, and Tranſyreſhon, ſaying, 
wich Shame and Sorrow, alas whac haye I done ! 


The great God repreſents himſelt in a familiar 
condeſcending way, after the manner of Man, 
as expecting and hoping that the means which 
he had uſcd with them, m.ght po'ibly have 
had ſome good effect upon them, in their Re- 
formation; aud ſo he hearkned to bear what 
they were a ſaying about it. He carefully lool 'd 
and obſerved, whecher there were any ſigns and 
appearances of their Repentance, after his Pains 
with them for that Purpoſe. 


Yet theſe and all other ſuch like Expre ſions, 
muſt be underſtood in a Way agreeable co 
the divine Perfections, ſo as not to inter choſe 
Weakneſſes and Imperfections in God, which 
are in Creatures, and therefore not to be un- 
der ſtood in the moſt ſtrict and literal Senſe of 
the Words. God's deſi gu in theſe Words, is 
only ro ſignify, how reaſdnably a Reformation, 
and ſtrong Endeavours after a true repentarice, 
and the favour of God might have becen ex- 
pected of that People, in Conſequence of ſuch 
means as he had afforded them for that end F 

an 
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and con ſequent ly 4 perſiſting after all 
in their old Courſes, was a Guilt of a moſt 
. e nature; and ſo here is one point of 

octrinal Truth which ariſes from the Text, 
viz. That a Rejormetion in Sinners frem their 
wicked Ways and eameſt IW naeatours in ſcet ung 
after the jacour of God, mielt very veoſonably be 
exp ted by meons of tle A ejjopes of his ts ord ſeut 
to them for tat {nd by the A cutb of lis Servants 
and nb. favors. © 


Again, 2dly. We are told of the unſucceſ- 
fulneſs of all theſe Mears, with tha: obſti- 
na e People: They had not that I: flaence and 
effect upon them, which it was very juſt to 
expect from rational Creatures, / Jearned and 
beard, but they ſp:Re not ariglit: No man rebent ed iim 
of his uicledne/s, ſaying, at hut hove 1 dene? but ete- 
ry ene turned to lis own Come, not uhlianding the 
repeated Councils, moving Invitations, awtull 


Threats and Warnings ſent to them under God's 


own tremendious Authori:y which ought to 
have excited them to Repentance, and fill'd 
them with the Language of humble Penitents, 
confeſſing with Shame and Confuſion their by- 
paſt Follies and Impieries, expreſſing 8 
their Sorrow and ſelt Abhorence for them, 
ſay ing, N lat bate | dine? Yet alas, there vas 
no ſuch diſcourſe ro be heard among them, 
ey ſpake not aright ; they ſpake not to this purpoſe ; 
earned and heard, ſays the Lord, but t/ 
ſprake not aright : No dian rep-mted kim of Lis wicked. 
neſs, ſaying, what hate 1 dene ? here you may ob- 
ſerve What kind of Repentance it is which 
God re-'uires of Sinners, under the hearin 
of his Word, faithfully deliver'd to them: 
Repentance attended with an aſham'd confeſſi- 
on of their Sins and Iniquities; that they ac- 
J vis: IE knowledge 
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knowledge what they have done, and that 
wich deep regret of Soul, wich confounding 
Shame and Indignation againſt themſelves ; as 
the Interroga:ory form of the Expreſhon re- 
quir'd of che true penitent, imports, I lat 
bace I dane: The penitent Sinner 1s repreſented 
as looking back upon his former way, freely 
confeſſing what they have been, and reflecting 
upon himſelf for them, with the ſadeſt Grief 
and Sorrow; as a Perſon, who, thro' ſome Miſ- 
management, ſome boid or tho'tleſs Action has 
brought Diſgrace and Miſery upon himſelf, 
will, in his diſtreſs, ſadly recoil upon himſelf, 
ſaying, I lo is me, <vhat have [ done? <vbat have 
done? by what / have gone, I have undone myſelf. 
Now, becauſe there was no ſuch thing to be 
heard or diſcerned among the People of FJeru- 
ſalem, it was evident, that no Han vepented him 
of Ins Ii ickedneſs. And ſo here is another point 
of Doctrine to be obſerv'd in the Text, viz, 
That the Repentance which God requires of Sinners, 
upon bis dealing with them by the ſoemn Hieſſa- 
ges of his Ward, muſt be attended with Confeſſion, 
deep Same and Sorrow. 


3d. The Text declares how wilfully and 
bruciſhly xeſoluce theſe People were in their 
wicked Courſes. This is ſet out by the Simi- 
licude of a Horie, furiouſly running without 
thought or fear into the Battle: Every one turned 
to his Curſe, as te Erſe ruſbeth into the Battle. 
Perhaps they might give God a bodily hearing 
for an Hour or two ſometimes, while his Ser- 
vants declar'd ro them his Meſſages, but that 
was all; as ſoon as that was over, then away 
every one immediately to his Courſe again 
without reſtraint, as the Horſe to the Battle; 
ꝙ it is now lamentably among us. : 
Sa. This 
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This Comprrifon implies in it theſe two 
things, Iſt. The brutzſh Unreaſonableneſs, bold 
Preſumpiion, and Fool-Hardincſs of Sinners, 
who go on in their {ſinful Courſes againſt all 
the awfull warnings of Heaven, and all the 
reſtraints of Reaſon aud Conſcience. Hence 
they are compar'd to a Head-ſtrony ungover::'d 
Horſe in his Fury, that will be under no 
Control, but ruſkes madly on in the Face of 
ten Tlouſend Terrors. 20h), It implies the ter- 
rible Dangerouſneſs of che Sinners Courſe. 
He is a going wiifully on to his own Ruin and 
Deftru&tion, as the Horſe ruſhes into the Bat- 
tle, into the midſt of Dangers ard of Deaths. 
And ſo this Branch of the Text affords ns theſe 
two Propoſitions of Truth more, 1, That it 
is brut iſh, irrational, and wilful tor Sinners 
to go on ſtill in their ſinful Courſes, againſt 
all che Inſtructions and ſolemm Warnings of 
God's Word. And 24. That Sinners going on 
in theſe Courſes, are ruſhing upon the inoſt 
terrible Dangers and Miſeries: Every one turn- 
ed to his Courſe, as the Eorſe ruſheth into the Bat- 
tle. . 


And now I ſhall gather torcther the ſeve- 
ral Propoſitions of Truth, which I have ta- 
ken Notice of from this Text, in the Expli- 
cation cf it, for our farcher Conſideration : 
And they are theſe tour, 


1. That a Reformation in Sinners from their 
wicked Ways, and earneſt Endeavours in ſeek- 
ing after the Fayour of God, might very rea- 
ſonably be expected, by means of the Meſſages 
of his Word ſent to them for that End, by 
the Mouth cf his Seryants and Ambaſſadors. 


2aly. 
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2%, That the Repentance which God re- 
quires of Sinners, npon his dealing with them 
by the ſolemn Meſſages of his Word, mnft be 
attended wich Confeihon, deep Shame and Sor- 


TOW. 


zaly, That it is brutiſh, irrational, and wil- 
fil tor Sinners to go ou ſtill in their ſinful 
Courſes, againſt all the Inſtructions and ſo- 
lemn Warnings of God's Word. And 


4thly, That Sinners going on in theſe Cour- 
ſes, ace ruſhing upon- the moſt terrible Dan- 
gers and Miſeries. 


Theſe are Truths clearly enough contain'd 
in this Verſe. I hearkned and heard, &c. 


I ſhall fpeak ſomething to each of theſe pro- 
poſitions in their order. And 


t, I ſay a Reformation in Sinners, Sc. I 
ſhall a linle illuſtrate the Truth of this Doc- 
trine, ſhew what we are to learn from it, 
and the uſe to be made of it in Practice, ve- 
ry briefly, and then paſs to the next Propo- 
ition. 


The Truth of this Propoſition will clearly 
appear by conſidering and comparing one or 
two things. 1ſt. That Sinners are rational 
Creatures, and ſo ought to be influenced and 
wrought upon in matters of Practice, if they 
would not forfeit all claim to that Character, 
by rational Means, by powerful convincing 


Arguments and Conſiderations. It there is no 


dealing with mankind, and perſwading them 
in this Method of rational Argument, they 
act no more like rational Beings than War 

de 
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brute Beafts : To direct 2 in our Choice ànd 
Practice, is certainly the very greateſt uſe and 
benefit of our underſtanding and Reaſon; 
and therefore it might be juſtly expected from 
rational Creatures, in this Caſe as weil as all 
others, that they ſhou'd be ſway'd by Reaſons, 
which they are capable to underſtand, accord- 
ing to the Weight and Importance of 'em; 
otherwiſe, if they will not be Govern'd and 
acted from rational Confiderations, but from 
ſenſual appetite, luſt and biind wiltuine's, they 
put off the Man and put on the Beaſt : Yea, 
much worſe,. they rather put on the Devil, 
acting againſt the light of Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, which Beaſts do not, and ſo are the 
neareſt reſemblance ro rhe diabolical Narure ; 
indeed a rational Creature, acting croſs to the 
very confeſs'd Laws of Reaſon, and that in 
matters of infinite and eternal Moment, ist! e 
moſt unaccountable kind of being within tile 
Compaſs of the whole univerſe. Ir ccuid 
hardly be believ'd t hat there could poſſibly be 
ſuch an irregular ſelf-repugnant, oblique kind 
of thing in the whole Syſtem of being, did 


not ſad Experience ſo undeniably confirm it: 


fach a being would ſcem a fort of natural im- 
poſſibility, and the very Mention of it, a di- 
rect Solæciſm. 


And then 24h, Conſider, That the Me ſſages 


of God's Word to Sinners for their Reforma- 


tion and Repentance, are the moſt ſolemn, 
weighty, and powerful of any Thing that can 
oy be propos'd to the Reaſon of Man- 


1d 


He would be juſtly look'd upon as a moſt 
demented and brutiſh Man, who wou'd ;- 
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N be perſwaded in other Caſes by ten thouſand 
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Times leſs weighty Reaſons than thoſe which 
are propos'd and urged in-the word of God 
for Sinners Repentance. The great God lays 
before Sinners in his Word the Reaſonable- 
neſs, Equity, and Excellency of Holineſs ; 
the juſt neceflary Title and Sovereign claim 
which he has to their Obedience, both as he 
is a God of inconceivable Glory and infinite 
Perfections, worthy to be ſerv'd, honour'd and 
ador'd by all rational beings beſide; and as 
they are his Creatures, created by him for 
that End, to glorify and ſerve him and enjoy 
the higheſt bleſſedneſs in him; and as he is 
their conſtant - Preſerver, the upholder of their 
Lives and giver of all their Benefits; upon all 


which Accounts they owe themſelyes entire- 


ly to him as his own Property, and the Sub- 
jets of his moral Government, by a molt ne- 
ceſſary and inalienable Right. He ells them 
of the unſpeakable Happineſs and Comfort 
which wou'd attend the hearty aſtectionate 
Choice and Practice of their Duty, and thar 
erernal Glory with himſelf, which he will give 
to them who truly Repent and Love him. 
He tells them likewiſe what an immence, what 
an aſtoniſhing amazing Price was laid down 
to redeem loſt Sinners from eternal Ruin, 
without which none cou'd poſhbly have been 
ſay'd conſiſtent with the exalted Dignity and 
Glory of his Majeſty; how low the eternal 
Son of God condeſcended; how deep he was 
humbled ; how cruelly he ſuffer'd, even Death 
it ſelf in its moſt hidious Form: Yea, worſe 
than ten Thayſand Deaths ; and all to purchaſe 
Salvation from the deepeſt Miſeries to the high- 
eſt Bleſſedneſs for guilty Rebels O! What 
a ſurprizing melting 8 hero to ex- 
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cite Siuners to Repentance, to turn to the liv- 
ing God, with all their Hearts. O Sinners, 
will you, dare you trample under Foot the 
Blood of the Son of God! Diſregard and 
under-value the deareſt Love of the Father, Son 
and bleſſed Spirit! And go on in theſe Wicked- 
neſſeſs, which coſt a lite that was worth eu 
Thouſand Worlds to redeem yeu from them ! 


Farther, the great God ſets before them in his 


Word, the ay ful and diimal Scene of thoſe e- 
ternal Pains, Miſeries, ard Horrors, which 
they ſhall infallibly endure for ever without 
Regeneration and Converſton. He tells you, 
O ye rebellious Sinners, that if ye do not Re- 
form and Repent, ſeck his Mercy with hum- 
bled pained Hearts, and turn to his Ways, the 
Damnation of Hell, will infallibly be your 
Portion to all Eternity: That you are every 
Day in Danger of being caſt into never ne- 
ver ending Anguiſh, Pain aud Horrour for 
our continued Rebellion. Now, are not here 
deaſons for Sinners Repentance, turning from 
the Ways of Sin, and moſt earneſt ſeeking 
the Favour and Mercy of God, of the greateſt 
Weight Imaginable? And are not Sinners ra- 
tional Creatures, to underſtand, confider and 
apply theſe Things: How reafonably, then 
might their compliance with them be expected. 
If the Conſideration of theſe ſolemn Things 
will not work upon them, nothing elſe will. 
Luk. 16. 31. If they hear nit Ach and the Pro- 
pets, i. e. the Holy Scriptures, the. Word of God 
written by Moſes and the Prophets, neither <vill 
they be perſcvaded ro ene roſe from the Lead. Surely 
if Sinners did but act ingenuvully and ratio- 
nally here, as they do for the moſt Part in 
other Cafes, they wou'd immediately abandon 


their Luſts and wicked Ways, and betake 
themſelves 
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them{lves to the Ways of Religion wich the 
the moſt earneft Application, and moſt 1impar- 
tunately and perſeveringly cry for the Mercy 
aud Pity of the great God, againſt whom they 
have rebel'd, ſeeking an Intereſt in his ſaving 
Love thro' Chriſt, O Sinners, theſe wou'd 
be the Effects of. God's Word with you, if you 
did but act any Way agrecable to your no- 
ble Characters of reaſmable Creatures. 

Agreeable to what I have offer'd upon this 
Head, is that Paſſage which we have in the be- 
ginning of the 5:h Chapter of Jfaiah, the Lord 
there repreſents the Pains which he had taken 
wich. the People of Vfrael, and the Means he 
vouchſafed them under the Notion of the 
Provifion which a careful induſtrious Husband 
Man, makes for the Fruicfulneſs of his Vine- 
yarg, and then ſignifies that it was but rea- 
ſonable to expect good Fruit in - Conſequence 
of ſuch Means, when he ſays, be loked that 
it fould bring forth Gropes; But (O wonder- 
tut!) it brouglt forth m. thing but wild Grapes 
afrer all; no ocher fort of Grapes than if it 
had been a wild Vine in the Foreſt, that ne- 
ver had been taken any care of. And then 
the Lord expreſſing the great Pains he had be- 
ſtow'd upon this Vineyard, ſaying, Mat cou d 
re been done more to my vineyard, that I have not 
Cene in it, i. e. as to outward proper Means: 
He propoſes the Queſtion zs it were witha kind of 
Wonder, HF bere{ore «then I lozk'd that it ſheuld bring 
fe: th Grapes, brought it forth cvild Grapes ? Where 
tore bronght it forth wild Grapes after ſuch 
Means uſed wich ic? What a ſtrange thing 
is this ? Yes, ſtrange it is indeed; other Things 
might well bc look'd for. 


C3 Thus 


I2 

Thus I think * Truh of this Doctrine is 
ſufficiently evidenced: And now, to make 
ſome Improvement of it, 5 

1/t. If it be rea ſonable to look for the Re- 
formation of Sinners, and tkeir carneſt Appli- 
cation to God for his pardoning Mercy, as 
the Effects of God's Word faithfully deliver'd 
to them: How inexpreſſible Heinous chen is the 
Sin, and how awfully a»pravated is the Guilt of 
ſuch bold and daring Sinners, who after all 
go on in their old Practices? who Repent not 
of their wickedneſs, but turn till to their own 
Courſe again, &s the Horſe riſbeib into the Battle ? 
And yet alas, is not this the Deplorabie vaſe 
of Multitudes who are favour'd with the Word 
of God! O Sirs, are not the Reaſons and Ar- 
guments of God's Word ſufhcient to porſwade 
you every one to turn from his Iniquities, aud 
to ſeek after God and your own eternal Sal- 
vation in carveſt ? Sure there is Reaſon enough 
in them to do ſo. . 


2dly. This Doctrine informs us of the ex- 
cellency cf the Word of God: It contaius 
Things of the utmoſt Moment and Conſequence 
3maginable : It Treats cf Things which are of 
infinite Importance to the Souls of Men ; no 
lefs than Things which concern their everlaſt- 
ing States, either of unſpeakable Happineſs, or 
inexpꝛeſſible Miſery ; ſuch Things as have Rea- 
ſon and Weight enough in them to reclaim rc- 
bellious Sinners from their wicked Courſes, and 
to excite them with the deepeſt concern to ſeek 
after God: Hey Fear net hoſes and the Prophets, 
neitler «ill they le peſuaded the" te reſe from 
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zdly. 8 and 23 Perſons, as 
well as others, ſhould hence be excited to eſ- 
teem and reverence the Word of God. It is 
the Means which the great God uſes with you 
for your Converkon and Salvation, PF. 19. 7. 
7e [aw of the lord is perfect, converting #be Soul : 
The Teſtimony of the lord is ſure, making viſe the 
Simple, Your curſed Luſts, the wicked Inclina- 
tions and Diſpoſi ions of your unfanctified 
Hearts are like to be your eternal Ruin, and 
unleſs the Power of theſe Things is overcome 
they will inevitably plunge you in a doleful 
Delugz of r Miſery and Woe ; now, 
the Word of God faithfully preached to you 
contains ſuch weighty and ſolemn Things, the 
due Con ſideration and Application whereof 
might well be effectual to break and overbal- 
lance the Prevalency of theſe Soul-deftroying 
Evils in you, and awake you to ſeek after God 
and your Salvation in good earneſt: And, Q 
Sirs, if Things were once brought ta this paſs 
with you then there wou'd be ſome Hopes: of 
your true Converſion to the Living God, and 
the Salvation of your Souls; And, O] how care- 
fully ought you to improve that which has ſo 
2 a Tendency to bring about your eternal 

appineſs, and Deliverance from endleſs -and 
deſerved Torments. Believe it Sirs, the Word 
of God is not like an inſignificant uſeleſs Sto- 
ry which, you may either hear or let alone to 
little Loſs or Profit: Is not my Word like as a 
Tire? ſaich the Lord, And like a Hammer which 
breaks the Rock in pieces ? Fer. 23. 29. 


 2dly. But I muſt proceed to conſider the 24. 
Propoſition, which is, that the Repentance 
which God requires of Sinners, upon his deal- 
ing with them by the ſolemn Meſſages of his 
e CEE Word, 


. 
Word, muſt be attended with Confeſſion, 
Shame, and Sorrow. 


Here I ſhall a littde farther open up and ex- 
lain the Repentance intended 11 this Propo- 
ition, aud my . is not particularly to open 


up the nature of the ſaving Grace of Repent- 


ance, which is only in regenerate and ſanctify'd 
Perſons, and neceſſarily requires the ſuperna- 
taral Principles of Sanctity ing Grace implanted 
in the Soul by the Holy Ghoſt, as the Foun- 
dation and Spring of it; but the Repentance 
which I deſign to ſpeak to, and which I think 
is the Repentance intended in the Text, is that 
which Sinners thro' the Means and Advan- 
tages of God's Word faithtully deliver'd to 
them, may generally, by the ordinary Concur- 
rence of God's Spirit perform, if they act fo ra- 
tionally and faithfully as they may and ought 
to do; which Repentance God requires them 
to perform as the Way of their ſeeking, and 
moſt hopeful Means for obtaining his par- 
doning Mercy and ſanctitying Grace thro” 
Chrift Jeſus. It is, in ſhort that Repentance 
which the Lord looks that Sinners ſhould 
erer perform, ſuch as are not judicially 
harden'd at leaſt, to whom he has ſent the 
Meſlages of his Word for that End, when he 
ſays, 1 kearkened and heard to find whether any Man 


repented lim of his Wickedneſs, ſaying what have 1 


done. 


And in this Repentance two Things are to 
be conſidered: The Thing it ſelf ſubſtantially 
and its Qualifications or neceſſary Adjuncts. 
And Iſt. This Repentance Arietly and ſub- 
ſtantially confider'd in it ſelf is a turning from, 
and op oſing of Sin, and an Application to the 

| Duties 
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-Du'ics of Religion, anivertally both in Heart 
and Life. A Sinner never practices any Thing 
like Repentance till he comes to this; to for- 
ſate entirely his ſinful Courſes, withſtand all 
Snares and "Temptations to them, and ureſtle 
againſt the inward Corruptions of his Heart; to 
betake himſelf to the preſcribed Ways of Re- 
hgion, and moſt folemnly and earneſtly to ſeek 
the Mercy and Favour ot an offended and pro- 
voked God. Penitent Ephraim ſays, I lat have 
J to do any more <vith Idols, Heſ. 14. $. repenting 
2 and Judah go and ſeck the Lord their 

od, going and weeping ſaying, Come and let us 
jeyn our ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that 
Hall not be forgotten Jer. 50. 4, 5. How dreadfully 
are they decety'd then who think that a few 
Checks of Conſcience for thetr Sin after rhe 
Commiſſion of it, and ſome ſlighty Conteſſions 
of it before God is true Repentance, when yet 
they ſtill go on in the ſame Practices? Who 
think that their yallings of Conſcience now aud 
then, and their ſuperfictal Acknowledgments 
will ſecure them from all Danger, and make 
up for their continuing Wickedneffes and ne- 
2 of the Ways of Godline(s ? How dreadful- 
y I fay, are ſuch poor Creatures deceiv'd in 
their Imaginations ? Eſpecially ſeeing Perſons 
may repent, even ſo far as I hive deſcribed, 
without being in a ſaving State, and fitly 
quality'd for eternal Glory. | 


2dly. As to the Qualifications of this Re- 


| penrance, they are Conte ſſion, Shame and Sor- 


row. 1. Confeſſion; to repent with Confeſſion 
of their Sin is what the Lord requires of 
Sinners who enjoy the Light of his Holy. Word. 
This was his Complainn againſt rhe obſtinate 
Jews iy our Text, No Man repented him of his 
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Witkedneſs, ſay ing, * ul I done? No Man 
among them repented acknowledging the horri- 
ble Sinfulneſs of his paſt Practice. It is not 
enough that Perſons barely acknowledge the 
fintul Actions and Neglects that they have 
been guilty of; there is no doubt of their ac- 
knowledging them if they remember them ; for 
it is not poſſible that they can deny theſe 
Things before God whatever they may do to 
Men; ſo far as their Memory ſerves them they 
can't but be ſelf conſcious of what they have 
done or not done ; but they muſt acknowledge 
and be ſenſible of their Sinfulneſs and Wick - 
edneſs in theſe Actions and Omiſſions. That 
the general Courſe of their Practice has been a 
Courſe of wicked Rebellion and Diſobedience 
againſt God. While Sinners continue 10 juſtify 
their Practices, and tho' they will confeſs in 
general Terms that they are very ſinful Crea- 
tures yet will hardly acknowledge it in any 
one particular Inſtance, or if ſome inward ac- 
knowledgments of thetr Sin in ſome or many 
articular Things be extorted from them by the 
Ligks of their Conſciences, while they endea- 


your ſtill to leſſen the Sintulneſs of theſe Things 


in their own View, to make it appear as very 
little and trivial, or always plead Excuſes and 
make Apologies for themſelves to their Couſci- 
ences, ys ſo long as it is thus with Sinners 
they are far far from Repentance. And yer, 
alas, thus It is with Mult itudes of periſhing 


Souls who are rotting in the Graves, in the 


Stench and Pollution of Sin; they are willing- 
ly blinded by the Devil. ro look upon their 
Sins as very Trifles: This is but a ſmall Evil, 
and that is not much amiſs, the Effect of human 
Frailty, and the other Thing is not ſo bad as 
many are guilty of, / ui I may neter do 
| | : CEE w%orſey 
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were, I had no ill Deſign in it, or it was ſuch a Ohe't 
Fault as mucin and more, than mine, and ſo it goes 
on. What baſe and contemptuous Notions have 
theſe Perſons of the Great GOD, and his 
awful Auchoricy, who think fo lightly of their 
wiltul aud inſolent Diſobedience againſt him! 
O ye haughty and unhumbled Sinners, your 
Notes will be changed in a little Time, and 
unleſs ye repent quickly you ſhall feel the 
Weight of theſe Sius yon fooliſhly thought 
ſo Light, in everlaſting Miſeries, Rem. 2. 9. 
] Tribulation and dnguiſh upon every Soul of Han that 
| th Hxil, of the Je firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. 

To you I would apply what the great God ſays 
| to Sinners of a like Stamp. Fer. 2. 22, 23. 
; Tho thou waſh thee with Nitre, and take thee much 
Sbye, yet thine Iniquity is marked before me, ſaith 
the I ord God. Flow canſft il ou ſay, I am not polluted ? 
N { have not gone aſter Baalim? e thy I ay in ile 
; Valley, know what thou haſt done. 1 3A 
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y. Shame is another Ingredient in this 
Repentance: When a poor Sinner comes to- 
ſee and ſolemnly conſider Things as they are, 
the infinite Greatneſs and Auguſt Myjlty of 
the eternal GOD, and the ſtrong Bo ids chat 
are upon his Soul to live a Lite of Holy O- 
bedience to the Lord that made him, O! how 
unreaſonable, heinous, loathſome, and vile 
does he then ſee his Sin to be! Eſpecially con- 
ſidering how he. has proceeded th it againſt ſo 
clear Light, tender Mercy, and awful Warn- 
| ing as he has had! Shame and Confuſion co- 
; vers him when he thinks of his irrational, bold, 
and inſolent Courſe of Diſobedtence and Sin 
againſt God. Until Sinners are aſhamed of 
their Sin before God, and their Souls bluſh 
within them, MEE: os themſely2s as moſt 

vile 
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vile and brutiſh Creatures for what they have 
done, all their Repentance is little worth, 
ſhameleſs wWhOriſh Foreheads ſhall be ſtruck down 
to Hell, Jer 8 12. Ji ere they oſbamed æci en they had 
cem mitted :beminaticns ? Nay, they uere not at all 
elbamer, neither could they bi ſh; therefore ſhall they 


fall am eng them il at fall, in the Time of their Fiſcta- 


uen they ſhell be caſt dea n ſaith ile Lord. 


3dly Another Qualification of this Repent- 
ance is deep Sorrow and Grief of Heart. O! 
Sirs, a repenting Sinner is humbled to the 
Duſt, the Springs of his Grief are ſet open 
and many are the ſorrowful Reflections of his 
Heart upon his paſt Practice, crying out, Oh 
What have I done ! Oh! What a miſerable pa ſs 
have I brought my ſelf to by a Lite of Sin? 
The Sorrews of his Heart guſh forth when 
he conſiders what a Courſe of Life he has 
led, what a great and Sovereign God he has 
rebelliouſly diſobey'd and provok'd to Wrath; 
when he takes a View of the fad 5nd diſmal 
Scene of Hell's Horrors whch he ſees he de- 
ſerves to be caſt into, O then Sorrow aud 
Anguiſh invades his trembling Heart, fearing 
leſt theſe be his everlaſting Portion. Before this, 
in the Time of his ſtupid Careleſneſs, he 
thought in his Haſte, without any due Conhd e- 
Fation, that there was no great Danger of his 
miſling Salvation, that Goa, ſure, ould nt be fo 
cruel as to dam ſuch an one as be ; but now, when 
he comes ſeriouſly to conſider Fhings ard lay 
them to Heart, and takes a deliberate view of 
the Number and very heinous provoking Na. 
ture of his Sins, O! then his Tune 1s alter'd ; 
he is afraid that the Holy and tremenduous God 
will cternally reject him and caſt him into Hell 


where he deſexves to be: He ſees it will be a 
| wonder 
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wonder of Mercy indeed 8 ſuch a Wretch 
as he be ſaved, if ever God pardon and glo- 
rify ſuch a Rebe}: Ah! it can hardly enter in- 
to his Heart, he is afraid he never will; and 
this fills his Heart wich the deepeft Sorrow for 
his dins that have brought him into ſuch de- 

oreable Circumſtances: oe is me, what have 
done? What have I done? Says the poor Pe- 
nitent: What a mad diſtracted Creature have I 
been? Why, O! Way whretched Creature 
that I am, did I not conſider theſe Things long 
ago, and not have thoughtleſsly and boldly 
gone on in a Courſe of Sin ruſhing upon the 
diſmal Precipicce of the Damnation of Hell as 
the Jiorſe ruſhes int the Baile? Tacle Conſider- 
ations. fill the Sinner with Indignation againſt 
himſelf, ſo as to loath himſelt in his own Sight 
for his Abominations: Theſe Thoughts excite 
him wich the greateſt carneſtneſs to implore the 
Divine Mercy, and to dread the Cemmithon of 
Sin as Hell jtielf. This Repentance the Great 
God very reaſonably requires of Sinners Joel 
2. 12, 13. Tiereſore alſo pow ſaith the Lord &C. 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son, &c. 


In the Beginning of the Diſcourſe upon this 
Head of Doctrine, I ſignified that there was 
a Difterence berween this Repentance and that 
which is the Effect of fanctitying Grace which 
only is infallibly connected with Salvation; 
and here, beſore I difinis this Head, I would 
jalt mention one or two of the Principal Dit- 
ferences, 1. In this Repentance the Perſon 
torſakes his Sin, and becakes himſelt to the 
Ways of Religion only from the Conſtraints 
and Awakenings of his Conſcience : But in cyan» 

elical Repentance, when the Perſon has re- 
ceiv'd the new Nature, he forſakes Sin and 

D 2 practices 
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practices Holineſs our of Choice, freely, and 
affectionatelv, from a rencw'd and ſanctity'd 
Will. 2. In cvengclical and ſaving Re- 
rentance the Terror and Dread of God's 
Wrath for Sin is chiefly taken away from the 
Conſcience, by the Sinver's cloſure wich Chriſt 
by Faich, aud belitevirg on him, but yer he 
hates Sin and grieves for it frum another and 
more noble Principle, a Senſe of its inkerent 
Baſenels, and a true Love to the bleficd God 
which ie ſhed abroad in his Heart, whence he 
is moſt affectionately enclined and engaged ro 

lcaſe and honour him, and is ſorrow ful that 
. can no better ſerve him. Whenever Re- 
pentance comes to have theſe two Qualificati- 
ons, then it's a blefled Evidence of the Per- 
ſon's being a regenerate Child of God, and in 
a ſaving State. | | | 


Now, this Repentance and Humiliation 
which I have been diſcoui ſing of, is neceſſary 
for Sinners to practice in order to their Rege- 
neration, aud the true Converſion of their Souls 
to God; in order to the Sarctihcation of tfeir 
Hearts by the Holy Glioſt, w1:hour which it 
1s impoſſibie tor them to be ſav'd ; Tor except a 
an be lern of the Spirit, le cannct enter into the 
King dom if God Join 3. 5. And without Holineſs no 
Man ſhall fee the Lord Reb. 12. 14. | 


And now, Sirs, to make ſome Application of 
this Head, I would propoſe to you this neceſ- 
fary and important Queſtion, haze you eter 
% reperted ! Pray pur the Queſtion co your 
ſelves and anſwer to ic in your own Conſci— 
ences. Have not many of you gone on for a 
long Time in vain and fin ul Practices, wich 
a Neglect of God and icrious Religion? Well 
3 | then, 
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then, now I ask you, hate you ever Mus ra- 
pented ſo as to be in the Way of Mercy! What 
ly you ro it Sirs? You fee the abſolute 
Necethicy of ic [uke 13. 3. Except ye repent, ye 


ſhall all likecriſe periſh. Nothing that defileth or is 
unclean ſball enter int: the Neu- Jeruſalem ; there is 


another Place for ſuch, The Lake that burns <wwith 
Tire and Brimſtons : Witheut Holineſs, no lian bal 
ſee the lord. Have you turn'd from your Ways 
of Sin and univerſally forſaken chem and beta- 
ken yourſelves to the conſtant Practice of Re- 
lizion, according to the Direction and Com- 
mand of God? Are there no: ſome of you that 
have never done ſo yet unto this Day, bur are 
ſtill perſiſting in the ſame negligent rebellious 
Courſe ? Lc the Conſcience of che guilty Per- 
ſon wienels co his Face, and wound his har- 
den'd Hearr. 


Agaiu, have you turned from your Sins with 
free Confeſlion of them before God? Acknow- 
ledging in yourſelves that your Practices have 
been irreligious, ungodly, and vile? Have you 
been ſo ſeulible of your Sins as that you could 
puc your Fingers as it were, upon your Sorcs, 
and cry, gnclecn, unclean ? So ſenſible of them as 
to take che whole Guilt and ſhame of chem upon 
yourſelves? Ah! are chere not ſome of you 
whoſe proud Hearts would never come to ſuch 
an acknowiedgment ? But you have been always 
excuiing yourſelves and leſſeniug your Sins, to 
ſtill the Clamours and Accuſations of your guil- 
ty Conſciences: Tho" in general, you'll eaſily 
acknow iedge you are Sinners, yet when it 
comes co Particulars, there is no Sin at all, or 
very little to be tound: Some wretched brutiſhs 
Plea or another you will always have to make 
your ungodly Practices appcar to yourſelves 
; as 
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2s very innocent Things, tho“ you can't but 
know that you live contrary to the Law of 
God. | 


Farther, have you turned fiom your Sins, 
being deeply aſhamed of them before God? 
Have you ſcen the baſe Brutiſhneſs and Un- 
reaſonableneſs your Stupidity and bolancſs, 
in a Courſe af, mn ard I:icliyion, againft che 
ſtrongeſt Riglus and juſteſt Claims of Heaven, 
and all the Lick: and Warning which God hag 
given you, fo as to Joath your ſelves in your 
own Sight for your Iniquities and Abominati- 
ons? Have not ſome of you a Whore's forchead, 
that refuſes to be aſhamed ? No: being aſham'd 
of the moſt Impudent manifeſt Tranſgreſſion of 
the Laws of the great God: Nay, do not ſome 
rather Glory in their Shame ? i. e. their Sin of 
which they ought to be aſham'd : Some of you, 
perhaps, makes a buaſt of your Wickedneſs, 
your Diunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Quarrelling 
and the like; And don't you Pride yourſelves 
in your Stoutneſs againſt ali Admonictons and 
Councils to be Rclipious ? In your making 
Light of the moſt awful 2 oſs that can be 
N to your Conſciences? This you think 
eſpeaks a great and heroick Spirit: Let 
Children and the uvcultivated Vulgar give 
way to the Impreſſions of ſuch Things, but 
for your Parts you have a brater Mind. It 
muſt be confeſo d it is pretty great indeed thus 
to ſwagger it out in bo Face of Almightineſs, 
and make Light of theſe Things at which the 
Devils Tremble. But O, you'll Tremble as faſt 
as they by and by, unleſs ye Repent, your 
great Spirit will be brought down, when you 
ſhall be as dry Stubble before the conſuming 
Flame, ſee Nab. 1. 6. II lo can fland leſcre bis 
| 5 8 Indignatien 
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Indignatien, &c. Eze. 22. 14 Can thine Hands be 
feng, &c. | 


In the laft Place have you turned from your 
Sin wich ſuch deep Humili ation, Grief and Sor- 
row for it as I have deſcribed ? Have you turned 
from all your old ſinful Courſes with ſuch a 
Senſe of your miſerable Circumſtances thereby, 
your Danger of the eternal Damnation of Hell, 
as made your Hearts to ake and Bleed with- 
in you ? fo that noching cou'd yeild any Peace 
or Satisfaction to your diſtreſſed Souls, until 
you had a believing View of Jeſus Chriſt the 

lorious Mediator, and ſome Apprehenſrons of 
— your Sins pardon'd, and being accep- 
ted of God in him, which Faich has 5 at- 
ended with a very ſenſible ſanctifying Change 
and Al:eration in your whole Souls! Alas, are 
not many of you utter Strangers to this? Vou 
have gone on ſeveral Years in the Way of 
Sin and rebellious Neglect of the Ways of God- 
lineſs, and yet have never ſo much as had your 
obſtinate Hearts bow'd in true Humiliation 
before God on that Account; but are till bold- 
ly perſiſting on in the ſame Courſe. O Stirs, con- 
2055 what a deplorable Coudition you are in, 
wv here ver you fic or ſtand iu this Aﬀembly, you 
have a whole Lite of very aggravated Sin and 
Wickedneſs to anſwer and ſuffer for, you are un- 
der the dreadful and damning Guilt of all; not 
one of all your numberleſs dins is pardon'd or 

_ forgiven, and Death will Arreſt your Souls by 
and by, and carry you into the inviſible World 
of Spirits, where (unleſs you are before brought 
out of your preſent Condition) you will be 
caſt into the Priſon of Hell, and laſh'd to the 
Wheel of Juſtice to ſuffer for all your Sin and 
Obſtinacy againſt God, and ſlighting of the 
glorious 
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glorious Redeemer : There ſhall be weeping; 
wailing, aud gnaſhing of Tecth to all Eterui— 
iy: But perhaps you think ym are pretty ſafe 


or all; the Improvement of two or three Days 
of Sickneſs upon a dying Bed, will ſecure you 
for Eternity without all Doubt! O! blind and 
damning Deluſion, God may then be as Deaf 
to you and all your Cries, as you have been 
for many Years to him. What Inſolence and 
Haughrineſs is this in vile finful Miſcreants, 
to think that the Great and Sovereign God 
muſt be juſt at their Beck and Pleaſure! They 
for their Parts, have liberty to trample upon 
his Authority, abuſe his Mercy, and fly in his 
Face all their Life, but he muſt be entirely 
at their Motion, and engaged to Pardon them, 
and take them to himſelf for a few whining Con- 
feſſions of their Sin, and cries for Mercy 
when they can go on in Sin no 2 8 O! 
baſo unworthy Thought of God. Ic is to 
Day to Day, O Sinners if ye «ill hear his I vice 
harden not your Hearts. 


- But I paſs on to ſpeak a little and but a little, 
to the 3d. Obſervation, viz. That it is brutiſh, 
Irrational, and Wilful for Sinners to go on 
fill in their ſinful Courſes, againſt all the In- 
ſtructions and ſolemn Warnings of God's Word. 


Indeed, to Sin againſt God, much more to 
continue to do fo, in any Circumſtances is a ve- 
brutiſh Thing, in as mich as itis moſt Un- 
reaſonable : Obedience to the Sovereign God 
being moſt juſtly due from a rational Crea- 
ture. The Latin Word for Sin, Peccatum, ſome 
ſuppoſe to be deriv'd from the Word Pecus, which 
in that Language fignifies Cattle, becauſe to 
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Sin is to act without any regard to the juſt Rea- 
ſon of Thiags, and. ſo to act like a Beat. 


But, how much more brutiſh and irrational 
is it for Perſons to go on Mill in a Courſe of 
Siu and Rebellion againſt God, who are favour'd 
with the cleareſt Light and ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments of his Holy Word, moſt ſolemnly and 
repeatedly urged upon them: Arguments juſtly 
brought from all the Topicks of rational Per- 
ſwaſion, from the intrinfick Reafonablenels, 
Beauty, and Excellence of Obedience to the great 
God ; and conſequently the unreaſonableneſs and 
unſpeakable Baſeneſs of Sin, from the endearing 
and tender Obligations of Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy, and ſo from that amiable Diſpoſition of 
Graticude and thankful Senſe of undeſerv'd 
Favour, and from the Topicks of immortal 
Happineſs and Miſery in the Life to come, 
both which are Unſpeakable in their Dura- 
tion and Degres. What will a. brute Beaſt do 
morę than Diſregard all theſe Things! ard ſo 
do ſich impeniteat Sinnęrs. It is nat to be ad- 
mir'd that a em not be, moved by the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſoffs, 


| | becauſe ic has not a Capacity 

of underſtanding them: But what Account can 
be given for ſuch Bruriſhneſs'in rational Cxca- 
tures?! Be aſtouiſh'd O. Heavens! 


The Truth of this Obſetxa hon may ſufficĩ- 
ently appear from y hat has been ſaid already up- 
| Re en Rel Head "of Dodrine: for if a 
'Refarmation- from, Sin, ang garneſt Endeavours 

in ſeekiug »afcer the Eavour aud Mercy of God, 
may be reafgnably, expected of Sinners, to 
hom God has ſent the Meſſages ot his Word 
for that, End, then, certainly their Impeniton- 
cy and Continuange in, Siu after all is moſt 
EE unreaſdnable 
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Unreaſonable, and 8 Brutiſh. Sin- 
ners perſiſting in a Courſe of Impiety and Fr- 
reilgion after ſuch Means, I'm well aſſur d 
can never be the reſult of impartial Conſtd-ra- 
tion, nor owing to the Conduct of Right 
Reaſon, bur muſt be imputed to an icrational, 
brutiſh, impetus, viz. mere Wilfulneſs. They 
dont go on in ſuch a Courſe becauſe they 
can juſtify it upon a fair Trial to their own 
Conſciences, much leſs to the Almighty 
God, bur becauſe they are inclin'd to it, and 
ſo WILL doit. You that Live in a Courſe 


of Sin and ſecure unconcernedneſs about your 


eternal States, I am welt perſwaded that the 
moſt plauſible Defence which you can poſſi- 
bly offer for your ſelves will not be able to 
ſtand an impartial Trial, even yourſelves be- 
ing Judyes ; whence its manifeſt that you act 
wilfully and brutiſhly, and turn to your Courſe 
oft as the Hoiſe Ruſbes inte the battle. Con- 


Ter but the Reaſons which I have bricf- 


ly mention'd under the firſt Propoſition, which 

od offers you in his Word for your Repen- 
tance and carneſt Application to him for his 
Mercy, and then Try if yon can find any maze 
weighty to oppoſe to them. 


But farther, is it not irrational and brutiſh 
for Perſons to be chiefly taken up about pre- 
ſent Things, and little or nothing concern'd 
about the Condition in the Time to come ? 
This is the very Caſe of impenitent Sinners; 
and I may Appeal to the World if this 1s 
not Acting like the moſt ſenſcleſs and impro- 
vident Brutes in the whole Creation. O How 
unreaſonable and abſur'd is this Practice and 
Diſpoſition ! eſpecially, conſidering that in a 


little Time your Condition will be unaltera- 


bly 
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bly fix'd for all Erernity, either in compleat 
Happineſs or iuexpreſſible Miſery ! 


Again, Is it not moſt irrational and bru. 
Fiſh to go on in the Face, of the cleareſt Warn- 
ing aud moſt awful Threatning, without Fear 
or Turning ? This 1s likewiſe the Caſe of im- 
penitent Sinners amongſt us. How dreadful 
are the righ:eous Threatnings of the true and 
faithfal God in his holy Oracles againſt impi- 
ous Tranſyreflors of his Law, neglectors of 
his Commands, and flighters of his Authori 
and offer*'d Mercy, and yet (bold Mortals ) 
they will not be deter'd : Yea, tho” the ter- 
rible Threats and Comminations of the great 
God, the ſovereicn Law-giver and ruler of 
the Univerſe, may be often denounced in their 
hearing, ſo that they might ſee the awful Ar- 
mour of Heaven, as it were pointed at their 
very Breaſts, yet they brutiſhly flight all theſe 
Things, and boldly Ruſh on in the ſame Courſe, 
as the Horſe ruſhes int) the Battle. An elegant 
D -ſ{criptton of e Horſe's ruſhirg to the Battle, you 
may find, Job 39. from verſe 21 to 26, parti- 
cularly accommodated to the Cuflom of thoſe 
antient Times, when Battles were generally 
Fought by cloſe Engagements, and ſo the two 
contended Armies violently ruſh'd upon each 
other. He ee in the Valey, and rejoyceth in his 
Strength: He gorth on to meet the armed An: 
He mocketh at Fear, and is rot ofris\ted ; neither 
turneth he back from the Sword : J the Quer 
rattleth againſt him, the glimerine Spear and the Shield. 
The moſt awful Things will neither Reſtrain 
nor terrify him, but on he will go. Juſt thus 
it is wich impenitent bold Sinners: You are 
with a bruriſh Madneſs, ruſhing upon the 
pear Point of the divine Vengeance, and no- 
ning will hold you _ The wicked Stretcheth = 
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tis Hand apainft Gcd, and Htrenie l neib I in, ſilf a- 
gainſt the migliy: He runneth ien kim, even men 
his Neck, un tle thick Beſſes of Hrs Dinchlers, 5, 
15. 25, 26, The Horte mockech at Fear, i. e. 
he deſpiſes all the objects of Terrour, they 
ſhall nor ſtop him: And ver. 25. Among the 
wariours Trumpets, he ſatth, Ha, Ea; Thus 
do Suners contemn and make Light of the 
moſt au ful Threatnings of the great Jehovah ; 
Leviathan like you Fang at the ſhaking of 
the Spear: But O Sirs, you'll not Laugh fo 
at the Stroke of it: When God comes ta 
make his Sword red with Blood, and that with 
the Blood of the Slain, rendering Vengeance 
to his Enemies, and a Rev ard to them that hate 
him; O, then you'll be convinc'd of your bru- 
tiſn folly to your eternal Shame and Horror. 


Thus, I thin: the Truth of chis Propoſition 
is clearly muniteſt, and how little Cauſe then 
have obſtinate Sinners, to Pride themſelves of 
their great Wiſdom; or rather, what Cauſe 
have you to bluſh and be aſham'd, when you 
think how you debaſe yourſelves to the Level 
of the bruce, Creation, vilely diſgracing the 
Excellency and Dignity of the human Soul, 
It is no ſhame for the Brutcs to act as they 
do, becauſe they act according to the Endow- 
ents of their Nature, and are not capable 


Subjects of moral Government: Bur ſure it is 


a Shame for you to act like them eſpecially in 


Things of .the higheſt Moment and everlaſting 
Concern, I am pcriwaded that many ſuch 
Perions as I now Speak of, wou'd be fadly 
aſham'd of acting irrationaly in many ocher 
Tongs, of an intinitely lower Order; and how, 


comes it then that you think it ne Diſgrace to 


Conduct yourſelves like the unreaſonable Crea- 
| „ _ 
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tures in the Things of God and your own 
eternal Intereſt? Wherein you pay no Re- 
gard io the ſtrongeſt Reaſons imaginable. Alas, 
a Courſe of Sin aud neglect of practical Re- 
ligion, is become ſo general that chis takes a- 
way the Ignouimy ana Shame of it in the Eyes 
of the biucaſh World. 


But the chief Inference I wou'd deduce from 
this Doctrine tis this, I: inkorms us that ſuch 
preſumptuunus wiitul Slzzers muſt expect to 
meet with an awfully ageravared Damnation 
in the ucx: World, utleſs ye Repent in Earneſt, 
and God extend u deſerv'd 7 to you 
and renew your unlancti y'd Souls, and fic them 
for his heaveviy Giotry, it will be more coller- 
ably in the D of God for dorm and Ge- 
mci rab, (the Ci. ies which the Lord deſtroy'd 
in his Anger for the molt unnatural Wicked- 
neſs) than for y.:vy ait. 11. 20, 24. Your Im- 
plecy' and Imperitiency is of a more heinous 
214 aggravated Nainic, than that of che Pa- 
gan VWorid, who have never had the high 
Advantages which you ate favoured with, and 
therefore your Torment will be greater, in 
Proportion to your Crime. This Circumſtance 
ot Sins being comintiied and continued ia a- 
zuinft the clcar Light aud Warning of God's 
Vord has @ twofold Influence upon the in- 
creaſing of Sinners Puniſhment in Ecll, viz. 
Phyſica, and Moral. Fuft, it will have a 
Paytical Influence upon it: The Miſery of 
ſuch Sinners will of neceliity be greater chan 
of others from rhe very Nature of Tairgs; 
for one Part of the Miſery of the Damncd, 
conſiſis in the. cutting and terrible Reflections 
of their Conſciences upon themſelves tor the 
folly and magnets which they have been 

| 7: gullcy. 
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guilty of in their paſt "life in this World, for 
wi. ich they now ſuffer; but ſuch Goſpel Sin- 
ners will have a far higher Degree of brutiſh 
wilfulneſs and affronted boldneſs, againſt God 
to charge themiclves wich; and therefore 
their Remorſe of this kind will naturally of 
neceſſity, be more Deep and Peircing che 
Worm that never Dies, an accuſing tormen- 
ting Conſcience, will gnaw more ſharply up- 
on their Hearts. | 


Secendly, A continuance in a Courſe of Sin 
after all the Councils and Arguments of the 
Word of God that are uſed wich Sinners; 
will have a moral Influence upon the heighten» 
ing of their Damnation; in as much as there- 
by chey are render'd more heinous Sioneis; 
as you have ſecn made Evident : The higher 
Advantages Perſons enjoy for living a Rehigt- 
cus Liic, the more thoroughly and ſolemnly 
Sinners are dealt by the Metiaves of God's 
Word, the more criminal is their Impeni— 
tency : The Henious baſe qualities of their Sins, 
ſach as brutiſh wilfulneſs, contempt of God, 
&c. are much more aggravated, ſo that they 
deſerve a greater Puniſhment ; and juſtice will 
undoubtedly diſtinguiſh rhe Degrees "of Pu- 
niſhment, according to the Degrees of Me, 
rit. O thou wilful and incorrigible Sinner, 
conſider what a terrible aggravared Damnati- 
on thou deſerveſt and arr like to meet with 
in a little Time, for thy brutiſhneſs, and hea- 
ven daring Inſolence, in paying no Regard to 
all the (Councils, Arguments, and Threatnings 
of the eternal God. O conſider, and Tremble 
at the Thought; humble thy obſtinate and 
rebellious Heart in Time before the God that 
made thee, before he Tear thee in Pieces when 
there ſhall be none to delirer; and be not (any 

| longer 
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longer) like the F'o:je ; the ule which Late ns 
Underflanding, Plal. 32. 9. And you wao think 
that your Sin is ſo ſmall and trivial, conſi- 
der theſe Things and ſee your blind Miſtake. 


Bur I haſten to the 4th and laſt Propofi- 
tion, which is, that Sinners going on in their 
ſinful Courſes, are ruſhing upon the moſt ter- 
tibie Dangers and Miſeries. And if nothin 
that has hicherto been ſpoken will move ſuc 
Perſons, O that what may yet be offer'd upon 
this Head, might awaken them to Repentance, 
and ſecking after God that they may be ſa- 
ved. 


Upon this Head I ſhall ſpeak very briefly 
to theſe two Things, and ſo conclude, iſt. 1 
ſhall ſhow you ſome of theſe ſinful Courſes 
which lead Sinners to ſuch terrible Miſe- 
ries. And, 


2dly, What thoſe gy and Miſeries are, 
which Sinners in theſe Conrfes are Ruſhing 


upon. 


As to the former of theſe : In the firſt Place, a 
Courſe of more groſs and prophane Sining leads 
Souls to moſt awful and eternal Miſeries: Such 
as ſwearing, lying, taking the ſacred and ve- 
nerable Name of God lightly and in vain, Drunk- 

enneſs, Quarelling, 8 profane Sab- 
bath- breaking, Stealing, Defrauding, Revenge- 
ing, mocking and ſcoffing at Piety and Reli- 
$500, and all ſuch enormous Wickedneſs : All 

erſons who go on in theſe, or any of theſe, 
Practices are poſting directly and ſpecdily to 
eternal Deſtruction ; bound in ftraight Courſe 

for Hell, e 
207%. 
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2dly, Another Courſe of deſtructive ſining, 


is a Courſe of licentious Merriment, Jollicy, 
and ſenſual Pleaſure. This is directiy con- 
trary to that Sobriety and holy Fear of God 
which is iuſeparable fiom true Chriſtianity: 
And J would ask ſuch as are addicted to this 
| Courſe of Lite, whether you can poſſibly think 
that this is being boy in all manner of Converſation, 
according to 1 Pet. 1, 15. Whether you can 
imagine that this is that Polizeſs uiid out 
hich no Man ſball ſee the Lord You can't but 
know in your own Conſciences that it is not, 
if you woald allow yourſelves to think 1mpar- 
tially and deliberately : Is it not rather a le 
oft all due Fear of the Divine Majeſty ; and li- 
ving without God in the World? O Sirs, the 
End of all Things is at Hand: Be ys #erefore 
ſeber, and watch unto Prayer. The [ary and whe 
Viol, the Tabret end the Fipe, and IT ine ave in their 
Feaſts ; but they regard rot the I ork of the Lord, 
neither conſider the Operatisn of his Hands; therejove 
Bell bath  enlargea ker Self, and opened her 3 oth 
it out A enſure, and their Glory and their A ultiiude, 
and their Pomp, and be that rejoyceth ſvall deſcend in- 
to it. Iſa. 5. 12, 14. 


zaly. An habitual Neglect and Omiſſion of 
the poſt.ive Duties of Reli ion, is another 
Couiſe of Life wherein Sinners are haſteuing 
to their own Ruin. All praycrleſs Perſons, 
ſuch as bear not a religious Regard to God's 
Holy-Day, and do not attend upon his inſtitu- 
red Worſhip and Ordinances in order to ſer ve 
him ſtand chargeable, with high Diſobedience 
and Rebellion againſt God, in the Neglect of 
His e and contempt of his Autho- 
rity. Is not the Sovereign Authority of God 
the great Law giver as much condemued and 
| trampicd 
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joyns as i i counting Ps þ up ne I 
FE ſame 8 . chat is lighted ana 
9 5 in both Caſes. Hear your doom, ye 
Neglecters and Slighters of Religion, the [orig 
Si js will be reveal 4 from Heaven i in fla 
3. Vengeance upon all them 1420 noi 2 2 
2 2 Thel I T 


Ath A Courſe of cotetou Worldlineſs 3 

Wig 4 an idolatrous prefering of the Crea- 
fore God, and ſering it up in his Room. 

2 fay 'S the A poſtle, 450 3 5. No covetors 

an cu ho Lo dilate rely ao iny [nberitince in ili 
Kingdom e Chriſt and of Goa. | 


5 405. In the Jaft Place: A Courſe of ow" 


rity, gro obndteſs Peace, and uncon erned- 

els abou! a cir eternal Chndicion is auo her 
5 wh in Sifiners art; on to their 

uction. By Perſons Iii ſuch fatal Sech⸗ 

Tit and unconcernedneſs, gh mean Ul ſuch, o 

wh atſocver 3 and Converſation they 


pray. others be, 8 ho have not the ſancti hey 
G Cole Spirit in their Souls, "yl 15 


Gra 2 tl Dilpo rien of true Holineſs im- 
planted in t carts Regeneration, bit 
ve the natural Averſion o their Wills to Gad 
ill abiding and rerailing in them, and yet 
are ſtupidly inſenſible of their ſinful and dane. 
Tous Elate, of the deplorable Condition the 
are in, lictle diftrefs'd or concern'd About i 
not e pelt ſecking after God for his renew- 
55 ſan&if\ ing Grit and A ſtare of Favour 
with him, Thefe Perfotis, tho they may be pier. 
moral for the moſt part In Nell 5 actices aui 


ewiſc have i an ourward Form ud p earande 
þf Religion; jet, 14 'Spul3'arh utter 
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ly and vile in the 2 50 * God : They have 
never laid hold on Jeſus Chriſt and embraced 
him by a true and living Faith for their Salva- 
tion and ſo flight the glorious Mediator 
aud croſs the Deſign of the whole Goſpel ; 
they do not truly love God above all Things 
and moſt affectionately defire to pleaſe and 
ſerve him, making ir the great Dei n of their 
Lives, from a Senſe of their Pts, ee and a 
Principle of Love, to live to his Honour and 


Glory ; and thus the very Temper and Diſpo- | 
ſition of their Souls is direct ly contrary to God | 
and Holineſs: And while they are going on in | 
this unſanctify'd Condition with fecure Con- | 
ſeiences and whole unconcerned Hearts as if all | 
were well with them, they are heedleſsly and 
wery irrationaly going on to their eternal Ru- 
in: And, alas, this deep ſleep, unreaſonable 
damning Security and unconcernedneſs (as it 
may be juſty term'd) very generally prevails 
among Mankind: They are ſo taken up about 
other Concerns (and many of them very trifling 
of no Moment even as to the preſent Life) that 
they don't take time throughly to confider 
and examine the State of their Souls in Relation 
to the future World : But, as if that were a Mat- 
ter of no importance, readily take it for granted 
that they muſt be in a ſafe Condition without 
ever duly enquiring, by the Rule of God's 
Word and unbyaſs'a Reaſon, whether they have 
the Qualifications neceſlary for the Heavenly | 
State; and ſo enjoy a very unreaſonable Peace 
and Quiet in their Minds againſt the plaineſt 
Evidence. Theſe are briefly Rene of the ſinful 
Courſes wherein Perſons are going on to their 
own Ruin and Deſtruction, and that againſt all 
| rational Means that can poſſibly be uſed with 
| 77 2 n 
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What are FS. * and Miſeries 
which in theſe Courſes they are ruſhing into ? 
In a Word, they lye open and expoſed at all 
Limes to all thoſe Plagues and Evils which God 
at any Time inflicts upon his Enemies either 
in this Life or that which is to come : And it 
they are not puniſh'd with ſuch ſevere Strokes 
of Juſtice in this Life, ic is not owing to the 
Goovdneſs or ſafety of their State, or any Secu- 
rity which they have againſt it, bur merely to 
the free and gracious Forbcarance of God, 
whereby fora Time he defers the Strokes of 
his Wrath; for God is angry wwith the Wicked ev 
Day, Pf. 7, 11. And however they may proſ- 
perin this Life there is a ſolemn Time of Ac- 
counts and Payments haſtning on. But, more 
particularly, there are two or three Dangers 
and Miſeries I would bricfly mention, which 
ſuch reſolute Sinners are apparently ruſhing 
upon. 1. Being judicially given up of God to 
hardneſs of Heart, ſearedneſs of Conſcience, 
and ſo to their own Luſts without the leaſt Re- 
ſtraint. Thus God dealt with the Heather 
World for abuling the ſmaller Light of Rea- 
ſon, as the Apoſtle infomrs us Rom. 1. Therefore 
God gave them up to Uncleanneſs, thro' the Lufſts of 
their own Hearts, v. 24. For this Cauſe God gave 
them wp unte vile ffections, v. 26. And even as 
they did not like to retain Gd in their Knowledge, God 
gave them oder to a reprobate ind, to do thiſe Things 
sokich are not conventert, being fill d wvith all Unrigh- 
teouſneſs, Fornication, Ii ickedneſs, Gouctoujneſs Ee. 
v. 28. and downwards. Thus he dealt with the 
Peopie of liracl Pf. 61. 11, 12. h my People 
would net hearien to my Joice, and Iſrael weuld none 
of me, ſo 1 gave them up to ther own Hearts Luſts, 
and they walked in their aun (uncl. This is the 
- Condicion which E TREI are I ke to 
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come into; and is it n ot awfully dangerous 
one 7 All Hope of their Converſion and Salbarton 
3s then ahnt quite gone. Moe unto them <vhey 
God departs from them Fof. 9. 12. 2. An utter an 
dreadtul deſpair of Mercy even in this Life is 
2 Mifery which ſuch Sinners are in Danger of. 
The Lord ſome times in this manner gives 
forme Foretaſtes of Hell upon this Earth to ſuch 
as have thus gone on in Lin againſt all Light 
and Convictions, for a Warniog and Terror 
to others. Cain, Judas, and, in later Times, 
Francis Spira, joln Child and others have been 
aw ful Inſtances of this. For all ſo ſtupid, and 
ſtout ayainſt God as Sinners are now, he may 
paſs the Sentence of their eternal Damnation 
in their own Boſoms yet before they die, aud 
cauſe them to feel ſomething of the Deſparati- 
on ard Horror of the Damned World. A wil- 
ful priming in the Ways of Sin againſt all 
the Light and Warning of the Word of God is 
the ready Way to this Miſery, | 


zahy. In the laſt Place, ſuch obſtinate wilful 
Sinners are ruſhing into an awfull 1755 
vated Damnation in the next World Their 
Pajn and Torment thro' all Eternity will be 
— intollerable than that of others, — has 
en made appear upon the foregoing Propo- 
Hrton. O - nll —— a ging Condkr- 
ſion to God this will be your dreadful Portion 
an a little Time: And can you think of this 
Wichout a trembling Heart, without any Con- 
cern or Diſtreſs; you know not how ſoon Death 
may put an End to the Day of Life, and that 
ill be an End to all poſſible Nope; then you are 
irretricvably gone for ever if you are taken a- 
Way in this impenitent State: Vou ſtand as it 
Were upon the very Brink of the burning Fur- 
Pome ys ee e 
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ace, 1 boy fon! od may be caft in apd 
F i the diſmal Viale of Hs 
you know not; is it not then of the laff Neceſh 
to try to eſcape for your Lives 'whille there 
any Hope, before we Feet ſtumble upon t 
dark err and you fall ints the Gulf's 


irreparable Ruin. O7 Ts there no irreſſgio Js 
Chriſtleſs Perſon in this ' Aſſembly that is Tea 
by this Time to cry out with the tremblin 
Jaylor, I bat. ſpall I do to be ſaved I am ng 
tome to the Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, a 
what more ſhall I ſay to 8 obftin; 
eriſhing Sinners to awake out of their Un- 
Feaſshable Security and ſeek after Go 
in ood earneft that they may eſcape t 
Wrath to come; I have ſhown you the Natur 
of that Repentance which ol 'qughr to fe 
about with the utmoſt Apr e in ſeck- 
ing to God for your Souls Saſvatin; 1 have 
Thown you ſome of the Aron and weigh 
Reaſops and Arguments which the Great G. 
urges upon you in- his Word to perſwa 
you to it; the unreaſonable horrid | Bryti | 
neſs and wilful Obſtinacy of your diſregard: 
ing them and going on ſtill in our old 
Courſes; and the moſt awful terrible An- 
gers and Miſeries which you are thereb raſh- 
"g yourſelves into; and, O Sirs, 511 none 
of theſe Things move you'! What a Ni 
are you of! Will weng that can ve ſay 
ou perſw ade you from Death and Ruin! 
o much as to ſeek after your l 
Happineſs! Are vou ſo intoxicated Aich > 18 
to Sin and diſobey ing God from . 
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ad your being aud till have fl . your Be- 
ele, and who aione mult be your: rapmnets 
Tha the everlaſting Intereſt of your insbe- 
tal Souls will not overballance lt!” Are you 
22 | icloly'd 
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mp upon your  - eternal Deſtruction? 
o ſell your deathleſs Souls to eternal Pains 
for a thing of nought? It any of you are 
brought to a Senſe of your miſerable periſhing 
Condition bw a Life of Sin, and hearty Reſo- 
lution to ſeek for Relief out of it, let me 
direct and beſecch you not to ſuffer theſe Im- 
reſſions to wear off and die away without 
8 Effects; but endeavour to apply theſe 
Things ſtill cloſely to your Hearts; take 
the eternal Concerns of your Souls into Solemn 
Conſideration, and abſtain from all your for- 
mer Courſes of Sin and Negligence ; cry, O 
cry earneſtly and often to the Wn God for 
his pardoning Mercy in Chriſt, and renewing 
Grace that you may be cntituled to and pre- 
red for his glorious Kingdom. And one 
hing I would have you very particularly to 
take Notice of, «iz. To confider in all your 
Applications to God for your Salvation that 
if ever you are ſaved and received to Mercy 
it muſt be thro' the Merits and Mediation 
ef Jeſus Chriſt alone and nothing elſe. If 
you lay your Dependance and Hope for Par- 
don and Acceptance wich God upon your Re- 
forming, Pray ng, and Repentance, yeu will 
eternally miſs of it: For this is acting con- 
trary to the very Deſign of the Goſpel, aud 
new Covenant-Way of Salvation. You are 
to obſerve and Practice theſe Things as the 
Means which God requires you to uſe to ſeek 
his Mercy and your own 3 by : But 
if guilty Sinners hope by theſe Things, b 
their own filty Rags, and impure Righteouſ- 
neſs to encline the * and Favour of God 


towards them, they may exgect he will frown 
them into Hell for their Impudence : He has 


eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed nu Berga for their Relief 
which is more agreeable to his Wiſdom, bet. 
ter ſuiced to the glorious Dignity and Per- 
fections of his Nature, and requires that they 
comply with it, humbly and thankfully em- 
brace their Salvation in that Way in which 
he is willing to give it. If ever God have 
Mercy upon you and be reconciled to you it 
will be for the perfect and pure Righteouſ- 
| neſs of his own Son alone: The Merit and 
Rightcouſneſs, the Obedience and Sufferings 
of Jeſus Chriſt muſt be accepted for you; 
there is yo other poſſible Way for your Salvati- 
on John 14. 6. As 4. 12. Rem. 3. 24, 25. with 
many Other Scriptures. And if ever you 
have a Share and Intereſt in his Righteouſ- 
neſs and Mdiation, and are brought into a 
State of Juſtification and Peace with God by it, 
ou mutt cloſe with him by Faith, reject all 
Truſt and Confidence in any Thing elſe, fly to 
him alone for your Relief, lay the whole Weight 
of your Salvation upon his Merit and Medi- 
ation, and ſo take him with all your Heart for 
your only Saviour. And whoſoever do ſo 
come to Chriſt ſhall never be confounded ; his 
faichful Word is engaged for it: And there» 
fore, O beg of God thac he would give you true 
Faich to embrace the Redeemer, & enable you 
to receive and cloſe with him in a right Manner, 
And know that there is a bleſſed and glorious 
Change wrought in a Sinners Heart, when 
by Faich he cloſes with Chriſt, as to the Act- 
ings and Diſpoſitions of it towards God; 
which likewiſe produces an anſwerable Al- 
teration in the outward Practice and Deport- 
ment. O ye ſecure impenitent Sinners awake 
awake out of your deep aud deadly Sleep, out 
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